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SUBJECT: INDIAN NUCLEAR POLICY 

1 . ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, A JULY 4 MEETING OF 
THE PARLIAMENTARY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE FOR THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS TURNED INTO A SPIRITED DEBATE 
OVER INDIAS NUCLEAR POLICY. IN THE PRESENCE OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER, SEVERAL OPPOSITION MPS QUESTIONED THE WISDOM 
OF HIS DECLARATIONS RENOUNCING FURTHER INDIAN NUCLEAR 
EXPLOSIONS. AMONG THE POINTS THEY RAISED WERE: 

- THAT THE CABINET HAS NOT AUTHORIZED THE PRIME 
MINISTER TO RENOUNCE NUCLEAR TESTING; 

- THAT UNILATERALLY RENOUNCING NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS 
PRODUCED NO CONCESSIONS FOR INDIA IN RETURN; AND 

- THAT MOST INDIAN SCIENTISTS CONSIDER NUCLEAR TESTS 
NECESSARY TO INDIAS PEACEFUL NUCLEAR PROGRAM. 
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2. IN REPLY, PRIME MINISTER DESAI IS SAID TO HAVE 
REITERATED HIS BELIEF THAT INDIAS NUCLEAR 
PROGRAM DID NOT REQUIRE FURTHER NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS. 
MOREOVER. HE SAID, IT IS NOW UPTO OTHER COUNTRIES TO 
DEMONSTRATE THEIR SINCERITY ABOUT DISARMAMENT. HE 
THEN RESTATED HIS OPPOSITION TO THE "DISCRIMINATORY" 
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NPT. DESAI IS ALSO REPORTED TO HAVE INFORMED HIS 
COLLEAGUES THAT THE US IS NOW FULLY CONVINCED OF 
INDIAS PEACEFUL INTENTIONS IN THE NUCLEAR FIELD. 

3. COMMENT. YESTERDAY'S MEETING IS A SAMPLE OF THE 
KIND OF SHARP QUESTIONING OF PRIME MINISTER CAN 
PROBABLY EXPECT DURING THE UPCOMING SESSION OF PARLIAMENT. 
END COMMENT. 

4. ADDRESSING INDIAS NUCLEAR POLICY, AN EDITORIAL IN 

THE JULY 5 "STATESMAN" SUGGESTS THAT DESAI'S RENUNCIATION 
OF NUCLEAR TESTS MAY BE THE PRICE OF THE FOREIGN- 
INCLUDING SOVIET-MATERIALS AND COOPERATION 
REQUIRED TO KEEP INDIAS ATOMIC POWER PROGRAM GOING. THE 
ARTICLE ALSO DOUBTS THAT INDIA WILL RECEIVE MORE US 
NUCLEAR FUEL THAN THE 7.6 TONS ALREADY "CLEARED." 

GOHEEN 
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